UHE THRES OBJECTS -

, :<Eﬁen the movement was started in the last quarter,of the

19tn century to bring back to mankind knowledge of the Wisdom

Religioﬁ-the'purpoéé“of'tne ﬁork wasvbuflihed-in the»form of -

 three objects., These are asg follows, given in the order ‘of

. their importunces o
-1, *To form the nucleﬁs of a Univeréal Brotherhood of Huménity

-without distinetion of races colour, 88X, oaste, or creed."
2+"To promote the study of Aryan and other 8criptu es, o%ithe
worldh rellgions and gckences, and to vindicate ‘the importance
of old Asiatio literature, such as tha} of.the Brahmanical,
ﬁuddh%st, and Zoroéstrianrphiiosophies.“

3. U"To %nvestigate the hidden mjsteriee qf Nafurp uhdér_evexy
'aspect'poséible, and the psychic and spiritual powers latent in
man!espeé%élly“;, | ‘ ‘
As isg well,knoﬁﬁ,.the oTiginal moveﬁent wag iicarnated in one
 body in the form of a single society, but singe that day it has
proliferated into an unknown number of associations and orders.
Some of these various forms carry on ;he original'séirit of thé'

- work with a high degree of fidelity. Some mix it with extreneous
interests and havefmofefor'less shifted the.céntér of emphysisg.
The result is that some assoeiations,and orders have znpe drifted

_in the Ocean of the Wisdom Religion until they have fallen into
back-currents or become - strandel upon sand-banks of thought. .Others

" have continued in noble and sélfless effort-and so have médéf&eal
.p:ogress tgward.the qnd'whieh'the Hasters have had so much at
heart: Now, the question ériéeg;.ﬁow is real workjiﬁ the line
of the Wisdom Religion to be distinéuianed from pseudo activities

mwhich.yeﬁ through'possessiﬁn of a commoﬁ‘terminology seens

superficially to be identical witn the formers , . o tne most
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. important bases for this 'diac_rimihation is found in the study
A "t;ﬁ the three objects. -Acc'ordiﬁg]’.y-,, we will give a brief analysis
| of these statere nis in the ,presént and two following papers.

I
The I&‘irst Obj ects

Iixks This object is not only first in the serial gense but '
. also in importance., He who is devot.ed to . thia object whether a
member of an association or alone and who works steadily for its
Téalization among men is a devotee of the Wisdom Religion regard-
less of whether he gives mugh attention to the second and third
objects. Our Tgacher%s tiav’e on more than one occasion spoken of
mén and women as t‘me" de'ﬁ?tteea’in this gense who were not at all
gtudents of the Wz.sdom Religion sin the technical sense. OF coﬁree
tnengig léﬁ the knowledge andunderatanding that would come
* through being euch students anl accordingly their usefulness
Cwould be limz. ted as compared to what it might have been had.
they possessed greater knowledge. Bu‘t still they would be
working toward the achievment of the most fundamental pra.ctical
% of the Wisdom Religzs.on, and that fact detemines
their alllgnmenm In contrast there are nmnbe:rs of students
erd 'aséoci—ationé‘: that empﬁasize technical_knb?vb;dgé of the
isdom Religion and the hidden powers of ;nan and n‘a_'tu‘r‘e but
have more 6.1' less completely"neglected'the 'ﬁ);-st obdsc't.- Such
- axe not tru"e devdtees of' the 'Wiadom Relig‘i-on ‘and do. not na.vie' |
: the approval of the Masters. N _

The. cultivation of Universal Brotherhood sz.mply meana tne
ewakening of Spiritual consciousness.s TFox spi.ritual c.onsciqus-
- ness which cefiters in iﬁ.teglrati;on- of unity. -All ‘habits or
dctiviti'ea which tend toward narrowiné; the field of syinpa{thy'

are opposed’ to spiritial consciousness. Thus the patriot in
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the jing‘éistic 's'ense' is actively ‘wor‘king agaist Univérsé,l
" Brotherhood &ad therefore tenda to be unspiritual.' On tée other
hand, all tendlcies to widen sympathy so that the,fellow in the
other<group, class, SeXy nation, etc. comes to be felt ag equalxy
one's ovn brother with thaes e who are naturally claser, are
| deflnltely.in 8 direction to awaken-spiritual 00nsciousness.
1t therefore, becomes the flrat duty of the student to awken
and widen his sympathies and follcw up with the appropiate action
- when ¢he-9pportunity COme o nbvman hasg a right to grezter
) knowledge than his fellows, in the eépteric sense, gave_he
- first dedicates himself to the service of his fellows in such
ways as his capaeipeslfit him, This is the practical key for
winning thevright to the Knowlgégejwhich lies in-the custody
‘of the Hasters. '
.1t is true that the Path to Spiritual COnsciousness may be
found by an intense penetration within, but there are very few‘
- wno have the peculiar strength for folf‘wing this course.
“ Further, he who has attained to spiritual Consciousness by this
~inner Path automatically has Universal Brotherhood. He is
centered in the One and therefore finds himself equally in all :
gtates and condition of men; and, indeed, in all ereatures.
buah a one dpes.not have to be taught Universal Bro@herhoo&
because he élready/ia‘UniversaI Brotherhood. But the majority
of tﬁe members of Sur buimanity are alreédy'so'centered in the'
peripﬁgal oT segfegated aspect of comsciousness than an externdl
technique in integration must be ywracticed. This lies in

extendxng sympathy and interest progressively to larger and
larger clrcles of 2nxnxnxt inclusion until in the end 2ll mane-

kind is comprehended.
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.Hofw may one go about thié ih» a px‘actiéal \wéy-‘? There are any
humber'o% courges to be followed. Brothernood within one's own
group is lassumed._ ‘Bx’zt;’o'rjié must Bo beyond this or he will meke
an exclusive. ceder of his own gr.o’up' 61’ oxrder. ~}«3€exy student
should culti\'ra'te spmé Brptﬁerhoad interest ifn the world outside
his »s'.pee_ial group. For f;‘his; there. are many possible aetiviti.e;
an‘d. each may choose that 'whic_li-*app‘eal.s ‘to him as peculiarly

'.important s+ or that for ivh‘ish he sisv -eSpeciél_;ly fitted, A few

suggeétions‘ of. interest are offereds ' _

Be Wdrki'ng‘ againgt. the pxincii:le of wviclence a5 en instrument

of inﬁividuél oT national pqlicy; ' This is peculiarly importent

singe violence is the n‘atu;t‘é,l ve:xpxessiob’ of hate and j;,ends

especially to build barriers @ ong meﬁ.

“6. Wbrkiu for & z.‘ational and humane treatment of the criminal.

Our present treatmext oi‘ criminals tends to make them worse and

is, therefore, a ciying sin against brotherheod as well as against

V.Reason. '_

Ce Vork for our younger brothers, the animals. |

de Worxk fo:c ouy youth, vho have won much freedom but are in sad

need of know}edge which our hypocritica}. society hides go that it

‘is not given openly by those who have Jm?wledge glftided by Under- -

stand ng. | | o S

e. Vork against barriers politieeil and economia tha‘b tend to keep

nations and races apart ani are dictated by national selfishness.
_ These are but a few auggeetions. There are numbers of othex

activities. The one, all important point is to extend onesel:i‘

| so that -the world nay be the richer,; in the spiritual .sens,e_,- :tfor

his hoving lived. Tt is in this wey tmt tue Ovder may beaome &

““&W%&}ta },7,5)1}& ,,f}t mong pen. And in this vy on}z jaes

Ca{'v«/M w./{v..,._, Ay, Ao ~ .

W '(Nir &’u.._ (—' V"'ﬂ-#&w’ e ' (IL?:J *"?"’n-v?a.., *



the student win a right to special consideration in his work
toward hidden Knowledge.

Yogagnani.



THE '.i‘HREE lOBJEGTS'
Part ITI .
The Second Object. . _
wpg promote the study of Aryan and other SQriptures of the
‘world!as religions and sc:tences; and to vindicate the 1nportenc'e
of old Asiatio literature, such as that of the :Brahmanical,
Buddhist, and zZoroastrian phlloa) phies”
1t is under this ob;}ect te. the Visdom Religion is gtudied
as a synthesis of PhllOSOPhyg Sclence and Religion, It is inferest-
' mg to note that in studng these three agpects of huma.n know-’
 ledge as a synthesis we are sarrying on the spirit of the first
' ‘6‘bj ect. TFor these three synthesized become spiri‘tual. The troubie
with £he world, and ebncclally the westem w rld, is in large part
found in the ‘departmentalizimg of tnese_various fieldg. In other .
words , each one has ﬁey%z largely separated in out thought from
the other two. | 'Howev.e:c, girce the sturting of the work in 1875
: the’re has been diatinct proéress toward such synthesis even by
men who are not students;‘ of the Wisdom Religion- in the tecimical
senée.n Ir; th‘i's‘ the studnét can trace som‘ething of théiarg'ely ’
unseen worklng of the 3,mpulse given by the Haaters in the pagt
SOyears.-.. , - : o
Every student should make it a part'éf hié duty to become ixi
some degree i‘amiliar with philom phy and secicnoe and to know |
something a‘bout religions bther than the one in which he was
- brought up. Owing to the lack of technical equipment it wiJJ
not be possible i‘or most to carry this study out in the extended
" sensg that is poss:lble only .for able scholars. But that is not
nec.essa:ry, The -importent poimt is tht esch should do what he
can in this direqtion_ With‘out‘ sac_rificiné his a ‘:t:'/eady existing
duties‘._ This is en importan‘t w2t of the task b_f widening
sympa thy . |
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It will be noted tha ¢ this object particularly mentions the
study of Aryan Scriptures and Philos;phies. "here are two
reasons why this is 80, In the first place, we of the west
have been brought upﬂ in the distinctly narrow perspective of
_orthodox Cbriatiantty. and have much need to gee that there are‘
other religions based upon the deepest of spiritual ihsight and
the greutest philosonhical profurdity. We have too long fed our
egotiem by imsginging we had all that was worthwhile in religion
and knowledge. The second reason is that religious andlphil-
oéophical sources are Asiatic. 'The gource of Wisdom and
spiritual Insight lies in the East both in the microcosmic and
macrocosmic sense, It is mu highly necessany that we become
familiar with these great Asiatic sources.

Another&mportant point is that in the East the ancient Wisdmm
has been kept in greater purity than is ?pe_case ‘with us. -They
haye»not kept'it'entirely'pure in'the'éxo%erig sense, to be surey
" but they still have’reéﬁné}'mnch of the ancient'spirit.‘ _Accord-
ingly it is with them that we will find the 1axgest body of con-
firming ‘evidence of the reiity of the Esoteric Wisdom. Hence
studeﬂ;s should.study;books,like the Baghavad Gita, tne works -

of Shankara and ote¥ classical scriptures as far as lies in

-

>

_their power. _ o | -

" . This second object is subsidiaxy to the first. If ge rep-
resent the first object by the word ”Spiritualization“ the
second might be called'"expansion»of Kpow;edge". Thus‘knoyledge
isiused as’a,meahs to aid Spiritualizatioﬁ.' The"w@sdam ﬁeligign
movement was not started to exteﬁ@ knowle dge for its own sake;
but to spiritualize world-consciousness. But &as é fltst m§ans

| to this end it empldys the expansion of knowledge based ﬂPOh
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sources available to the non-initiate.
Though the student who is actively interested onxy in this
obj ect is not a .true devotee of the Wisdom Religion, vet there
is but little reason to believe<that he will do harm either to

.himse_lf or to othe;raa.i The depire for knowld™ge never was & sin;

as one of the Masters has said. Further, he who secks the kind . .

of knowl.edge co#ered by the second ob_J-\e_ci; will. tend 4o become
" less and less :self-cént._ered in hirs- pe;:'sonal, outlook and ',thu-s .
may come to appreciate the signiﬁoanoe of Spiritualization.
So, though ovez-emphasis of the second o'bjeet as oompared with
the first fails of realization the primary purpose of the
Wisdom Religion movement, it ia, however, not frought with

any partioular da.nger. Yet the tme student should always rem- |

: ember that knowledge which dees not in the end help to’ open
'the way toward Spiritualization is useless, so far as the
saving #f man is concerned. . ) - ,

. The student should ever stme to win knowledge, not for his.
ovm glory, but so that Truth may the more be made manifest to '
mankind. :

: 'Y°888!38:ni .

}

{-



THE THREE 6BJECTS
Part IIT
| The Third Object. ,
/ "To investigate the hidden mwsteries of Nature under every 7
aspect possible, and the psychic and spiritual powers latent
© in man especially®. o L
of all three'this is the nost intriduing object to tne‘average
student. Here is tie field of mystexy, the Unkn-own’. It is per-
- fectly natural that the investigation of this should attraot
students. And there_is no sin involved in this desire provided
' that.conseiously or unconsciously the motive is not selfish
"~aoquisition of power.- But in this field there is'danger Just
because awakening to knowledge of the occult side of _Nature
tends to arouse any latent seeds of selfishness and personal
| aggggi%gz\bgoh%ggéﬁagtggénafegygtggsgtinsisted th't the cul-
tivation of Universal Brotherhood or sPiritualization should'
be the’ prerequisite of any Occult instruction, Yet over and
over again students have kat themselves drift away from active
interest in sDiritualization of COnsciousness by an overweening
interest in, various psychic or ocoult phenomena and powers. ‘
The result is that the order of emphasis in the three obJects
becomes reversed. the third being given chief importanee and
_the first relegated to the baekground. This is one’ of the
most important signs of drifing upon a sandbank of thought.
The possession of ocoult powers may be one of the gratest
‘blessings, -or an equally great curse. One of the mysteries
_of the oocult is that within that damain there is no middle
ground'between Light and Darkness, or Good and Evil. He who
goes beyond the outskirts of the oocult arouses a confliet to

the death between_the two aspects of his nature represent ed

~

86 well by Dr. Xxskex Jekyll snd Mr, Hyde in Stevengop: o -
' : ' o : ory. .
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ﬁe éunes}out~§f the:ordeaiﬂidentified.either;with Good ér'with

Evil, but he no longer ramains a caﬂbination of the two quaiit-

ies. This is Why the hasters‘ interest in the instruction of 4
Occultism is conditional. They are not interested. in recruiting
occult adepts but Whlte Adepts, A White Adept is also an Occult
Adept, but an Occult Adept may be a Black Adept. It is far better
that tne student should remain an ordinary'man than that he’ should
‘becometone of the latter, It is better for himselfvand for the R

A

world at large. So the students are ever warned to give the first
two- obJeets the first plaoes in their regard and 1abors. By so
doing they tend to strengthen the qualities in their own natures
"that tend toward Light OM'Good-and correspondingly weakenvthe '
opposed qualities. In tﬂme;.when sufficient streﬁgih ot this

kind is gained then it is time enough e wmbter the serious study
of the Oecult in the practical semse, , |

. The’ danger tim t attaches to the study of Practical Occultisn
‘does not apply to Theeretical Occultism. In the latter ecase the
study conaists of investigation to determine that there are _
.hidden occult and paychig powersy and to-understand the rationale
on which they rest aaifar'QSmis possible to the non~initiate'in
the Oocult sense, This latter study is not only furdementally
safe but is even desirable provided it is not given pﬁbaidenee
over the first two obJects. Understandiq}the rationale of
Occultism destrqys supersiition and the beliefa in mirdoAles.
It opens the way to comprehendig, the whole Universe, ’ooth
geen and unseen as the.manifestationfgf an inviolate-Order
or Reason. 1t éarries.the scientifie’spirit in its essentials
into the hidden and subtle.ﬂﬁmains of Life, and this is allrto
‘the.good, Finally it prepares the way to the ééfe study of



Three Objeets p 10

. Occultimq,in~£he pragtical sense. .
Understanding of the Yationale of occultism is only second in

inportance. to grounding‘inafhe éﬁhicﬁ of the Wisdom Religion

as‘a prergquibite’to'entering-thé archana of practiéal Oeéulﬁimq.

The following quotation of H.P.‘.B'lav‘s;tsky' should be carefully

<considerei,inkthis:Eonnection;_ﬁA“TheOsOPhist,'@raétising t@grli

fpoWers\ealled dbnéfmal,’minus’the 1light of Occultism, wiil :

simply tend toward a dangerous form of mediumship, because,

although holding to T ”heoaopny (The‘Wisdom Religion) and its

highest concezvable code of’ ethics. he practises it in the.

dark, on sincere but blind faith. Anwone, Theosophist or

Spiritualist, who attempts to ocultivate one of the branches

of occultwecience - Cele hypnotismg mesmerism, or even the

secrets of“préducing ph&sica;.phenomena - withouf knowle dge

of the ghilosophic'ratiénale 3@ %ﬁﬁgﬁ boﬁers, is like a rudédsr-

less boat 1auncned on 8 stOrmyfobéan:"lﬁ It is éésy to 8ee

how this must'be 80y for even.in as familiar a field as |

chemistny the same principle holds. Place anfuninformgﬂ

studert, possessed of the highest mbtiVés and practicing

a high moral code, in a complete chemical laboratory with-

out instruction ard v thout the neéessary manuels and texts,

. and tell him to 8ee what he can do, and the probable result

is that ne will: either poison himself or blow himself and the

laboratony {0 piecee. ‘He lacks the undergtanding of the.

rationale whioh mekes dnemicalfexmeiimehtaﬂiqﬁ éafd. The sasme

princtple ig true, in even an infenser'degree in the practical

. study of occultism. ._

But if =all the conditions ha#e been-mst, if the student has

ptogressed far in the spiritualization of his COnscipusness 80
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that the good of ‘mankind as a whole really means moTe- to him than
his own good, if he has grounded himself well in the general
"philosphy of the Wisdom Religion, if ne has mastered all
available knowledge of the rationale of occul tism and finally,
if he has a comyetent.Teacher, one who is an adept inOccultiam;
tnen the study of Praotical Occultism under'the necessany rules

| ‘'which the Teachers prescribe.may ‘gerve the highest good. It is
; but rarely that studens have met all these conditions yet when
’thay_have done no, we are- agsured, thqy are welcomeé as Neophytes
in~the deeper study. The inerease of power non muitxplies their
usefulness for good meny-fold. They are enabled to work for the
. SPirmtualization of human consciousness far’beyond the best that
is possiblesto the ordiary man. They become individuals no
longer of the world, but. devoted to the world and its good
beyond every other oonside:éation.

.‘1 Eveny student may legitimately nsplre to become somedsy

and adept in practioal Oocultisn. But he\must meke effective
h1§ aspixation by meeting the conditions which thevcustogiane

of the pccu;t'mysteries navo-lnid_down. He must learn to love

" mankind moTe then himself. He’mustﬁmake himself wne with the

" philosophy of the Wisdom Religion. And he must slearly cut

the. confusing veil of superstition whioh envelopes all of us,
with the sword of true knowledge ai thus be prepared to abandon
every preconception howeyer dear, if it prove to be not true,
He may then with reasonable safety dare to open the ponderous

5 gaté to the hidden and dark ldb rinth of the Occult, o

' | Yogagnani.



