(Feb,, 14,1940)
During the remainine half of this month and the first

The Mobilizetion of the Planets

part of March we are the witnesées of a raré astronomical
event, All five of the visible planets will stand collected
in a narrow arec, necessarily*near‘the sun, A cowbination of
this kind will not dccqrvagain'for hundreds of years, at least
and so it is astronomicall y a very.hmpressive event, But for
:thoseAwhofreélize thatastronomic eonfisurations form the
visibile symbols of the action of collective bgychic or

occult foreces, thié event 1s more than an impressive view.
Since the visible planets are the symbols of psychical forces
and qualities of consciousness which detérmine the patterns

of human and other forms of consciousness and of unconseious
psychological procesqes, rare configsurations of the planets

indicate equally Tare events in the 1ife of the world. Thus

we do well to seek what the alignment of five plenets near the A»~

may mean for us, individuelly, as a group and as humanity.
Upon this question we have received some esoteric Light5

Let us first remind ourselves of the functions s&mbdlized
by the five planets. , | .

Mercury is the Messenper, and corresponds to Buddhi. TbA%
is the planet closest to the Sun, which is the visibile symbol
of the Atman or the Higher Self. But only throush the Mescenger
car—the formless Aﬁgic Light be so transformed that it may be

reallzed by embodled consciousness..

Jupiter is thekgreat planet of majestic Beneficence., Physic-
ally larse enough to contain all the other planets taken togetﬁgr,

it is also that which envelops the totality of psychic being,

conscious and unconscious., Thus it represents the Aura.
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Venus)on one gide of its/nature)is Love; on andther)
Intelligence. Hence its composite significance is vaing~'
Intelligence. It is the planét which gives to the earth
the ereatest emount of 1isht, & fit physical correspondence
of ifs nafﬁre of Lowing-Intelligence. _ ,

Saturn is thé Initiatér*&hd, hence, tﬁe»power which tests
- £h& eEnaTdatES -and guards the secret, on one hand, and -
initiates intofnew realizations and power those who haZve
proven worthy. | |

Mars is Energy, %hich on its nerative %y side is destructive
confliect, but on its poSitive side tﬁe power that builds.

The consumating position of these planets on the 29th of
this month is as follows? First; Mercury, nearest the sun,
then in order, Jﬁpiter;'Venus;'Saturn and Mars forming, a3
nearly as possible, a étraipht line, (Thié'ar&éngement will
be visible in the western heavens soon after sunset.) It
will be noted that the most potent and pre-eminently benificent
combinéégggﬁ§§:§;getween Satﬁrn and the sun., It is a cqﬁbination
of very high powers aﬁdfcarries the potential of aﬁ-enormous
transformatioﬁ and uplift in the consciousness of the.wholé
of huﬁanity- But Beyond»Satu;n lies Mars, of wﬁich the
negative .aspect is obviously extreﬁely operative in thé world
at thevpresent houri' The gréat‘question isy Is it possible
to pasé the sifting and testing pOWér of the Initiator and so
enter the zone of thqureat beneficent combination? It 1s
always possible, but never inevitablg, that any man or'humanity
will pass. B | |
| We live in a cycle of very great possibility. But whenever
there is a combinetion of the forces of Light, a similiar ‘

coalescence of the forces nf Darkness occurs. The individual



or humanity stands in the field of tension formed by these
two centers of force. And for those who stand in this field
it is possible to go either way. The man who has; on the
whole, focused hims2af most to the Light will meet the
sifting of the Initiator and pass on to the Light;-the

zone Af higher possibilities-of'evolution; But he-who;

)
ction. of the

has focused his interests mostly in the
Darkness ,is 1likely not to pass Initiator and then he
will be throwp‘back to t another opportunity in another
Manvantara wherery will begin again at the level of a
primitive h anity, There are profound reasons for saying
that the field of ténsion is good, for otherwise the coursé
of 1life would be merely fated. Becauée man has the possibility‘
of going the Qark path; it ig.also possible for him to choéserA
moluntérily the Path of Light. In such a case, to ehoosé“Ligﬁt‘
is virtue, otherwise it would be merely fated, and there would
be no virtue in goodness. v '

The tragic fact is that this’humanity; on the whole, has
been oriented mostly tvaarkness, otherwise there would not
have been the two»areét world vars or, rathef, two phases of
one war. This wer could have been avoided, but was not. It
is still poésible that asn early peace may come. It is also
possible that a11 people may become involved. Under such
circumstanceS'alirthosevwhb t;ke an,uncomprémising'attitu&e
of fighting throﬁeh to an end withéut compromise or.adjuStment
are puilypy of the gravest kind of‘éin, For thereby a circum-
scribed evil threatens to become an univer sal contarion. It
is better that arresrticted portion of humanity should suffer
injustiee then that all should be drawn within the meelstrom



of darkness. The war of killing and hatred is never a cure
of evil. The first phase of the world-war did not make the
world safe for Democracy, but gave inhuman dietatorship a
tremendous boost. So also, in this phase, the triumph of
the so-cailéd Democracies will not mean a rejuvination of
world-wide Liberalism. The best possibidity lies in an
early peace with some adjustment based on compromise.,

It is.hiahly important that every student should orient
his conseiousness to the powers,symbolizedfespéc&ally by
- Mercury, Jupitef and Venus. The coming weeksaig-especially
a time for meditation, study of the true Doctrine, of going
into retreat, and of épreading the work, Let each one try
to avoid becoming emotionally.involved‘in the the warlike
issues; but hold steady. Hold w{?h will the thought that
the lines in the world anq especially'iﬁ our nation shsll be
" made to come straight« The laf¥ér‘iéfof-tﬂéjhishest importance,
in the last ten years there'has been a tremendous let~down
of American character and a ﬁroduetion of great eonfusion;
Forces are now being mobilized to bring about a stiffening
of national character end a ¥exishm reali~nment of the lines
in.the American sncial tife. These should. have the imner
support of all students. The presenﬁ confusion must be
corrected.

There is & tremendous power supporting us. It was said
in relation to the combination of the forces represented by
the plenets: "I do not see how it can fail". This ‘s a
cheering word indeed. So, stend firm and steady in thourht
and feeling; holding the banner of Light hieh in confidence,
regardless of EL1 surrounding turmoil.
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