The Christian Movement throughout most »f its history has
also leid the primery emphasis upon this moral law and
thus is to be classed as'Saoialestic in the ethical, as °
distineuished from the economic, sense.

The Vertical Thnurht Movement reaffirms the system of

" yaluation given by Jesus himself. ;esus affirmed the Law

of Love in two parts, hrut gave priority to the‘first

command ! ﬁThou shelt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy s»ul, snd with sll thy mind", The
love of the neiphbor was civen only as the second enmmand,
This is the orientation which rives primacy to the vertical '
dimension, thoush rendering Jﬁstice unte the horizental
relationghip. The richts of Caerar are recopenized, but the
richts of (od are eiven primecy; This is the radical |
Righist position and is the standpoint af irmed caterorically
by the Vertical Thourht Movmement. '

But we do not define God in any specific sense, The
word 'God' is but a symbol of the Supreme Value;‘the
essential nature of which is transcendental, Its relation-
ghip t» eXperienee‘is that of an unseen guidine modulus,
"God"in this sense, does not-necensarilv imply the notion
'of'Supreme Being', thoush for: many religpious temperaments
It has this connotation. It may be a Supreme Principle,
which sustalns end supports all belngs however lofty. But
in eny case 1ts nature is Transendenn. It is not the
function »nf the Vertical Thounht Mbvmement to decide aﬁy
" 1ssue as to the’ true nature of the Transcendental Mhdulus.
It is 2e» a Movement for a;llwho recognize the reality of
a Transcendental -lodulus égd elther render primary devotion

tn this '»dulus, or believe theoretieally that primery
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devotion should be rendered to this Tranééendental Hodulus,,
Given thls primacy of orientation, then any_subsqunng depth
of'rélatedness fd the humen or other object is a valid
part of the Vertical Thoﬁpht Movmement, Thus the.Verticai
Thourht Movmement includes those vho rive gxciusive'or
x,priﬁary devotion to the Transcendgntal Mbdulﬁs; but does not
include those vho give this relationshipy second place or '
deny all mean}ngto it, Ve aéoent all religions; Christian

gﬁ*gtherwise, that promulprate thils system of - valuation.
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* The relirious attitude in this brosd sense may take forms

that, ordinarily, are not regarded as relirious, There are

instancéh ‘of Individuals who have felt this ettitude toward

pure mathematics. In thls case mathematics 1s reaslized as

possessing transcendéntai_foots fromwhich it manifests

pure Truth which; in turn, éommands the attitude »f a

genuine relipious devotedness, ‘A mathematician of this

t7pe has g penuine an attitude of Other-worldliness as

that of any ascetic Saint. To be sure, this 1s a rare

relieious form and is exceptionally abstract and dencrsonal~

' 1zed but it is a thorsurhly religious attitude none the 1ess. r

This form falls within the meaning:of the Vertical Thourht ‘

Lovement as much as any more concrete type »f relielous ity,

The fundamental ﬁoint is that there should be an attitude of

tgelf-piving? that is oriented to a Transcendental Value.
Mathem&aics, condeived as a mere aonstruct abatracted from

~a real concrete material siven throurh sensation, would never

poscsess réligious value in the above semse, Often to the

. exteavert temperament maﬁhematics appears as no mbre than

such a construct,
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Otherworldliness impiies an 6rientat10n té That which
dnes not fall within the objective experiential manifold.
Thére are yelipicus and phil¢rophical at+*itudes that are -
not other-voridly., In the’latter éﬁse;,thf ereat valuation
is eiven to the cdoncrete stream of 1life ac« we gee it
embodied 1n‘11ving men and ~~ther ereatures, This attitude
may menifest as a ecenuine religissity end may take varinus
forms, such és, devotion to the Collectivity or to Humgnism.
But suceh a religious vieﬁ'does hot belones to the Vertiqal
Thourht Movemen#it; Otherworldliness seeks independence of.
and cormand over empirig exigtence, This max'take a mystical
form,‘ﬁut it can also be.eip;essed as a'thoroughnoing~
" séientific attitudes In his way; the man who is one with
gsclence geeks command of lifé just as truely és is the case
with the mystical aseefie, Pure science is religiously
otherrorldly, end is one with the spirit of the Vertical
Thourht Mowvmennt. . _ | ‘

Within the setting of the mwminm commonly reconnized
feligions there are some forms which belong more ful;y to
the Rirht and others to the Left; Traditionally there has
been a tendency to identify the Catholic Churches with fhe
Right, but this is not #wuwe when the Rifht is understond
~in the sensé given here, As between the Catholic and .the
Protestant groups the most important differentiating orineiple
applies to the God~relation, The essentially Catholie
position is the view that the Cod-relation is dependent
upon the intermediation of one who sténdq as a qualified

Priest or Pope, The Brotecstant thesis affirmed thet this

intermediation wi%h either, not necessory in prineciple, or
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is whnlly ineffective, and the only real relationship wax is
immediate.and‘subjgctive. Clesrly the Catholic pos ition

is more horizontgl, since\it employed the lateral relation
‘to a hﬁman arent, while the rigorous Protestant position

is strictly vertical, Clearly, in this sense the Vertical -
Thourht Movment hag the Protestant orientation. Sof in

the Christien religlous menifold it is the Protestant tn

the éenuine'sense; that beloners to the Right;and, smong

Protestantsﬂ The Quakers ere most extremely at- the Right*

¥ Thile my orm relirious orientation belongs with the most
extreme Right yet; none the 1ess; I reco~nize the prasmetic
validity of intermediation in the casé of those who lack -

the psycholorical equipmént necessary for the direct vertieal
relationship, For extreverts iﬁ reneral and for introverts
who have not de?eloped thé‘Capacitv for profound introversion
the direct reletionship ﬁo the Transcmndental !Modulus is not
possible. In such cases, end they probably form by far the
preater majority, some degree of intermedlation is & ngcessity.
For the Priest; if he is a mén of sihceri?y and purity, who
funetions as sueh an intermediotin~ apent; I have the hiphest‘
respect, Ana; per‘éontra;,if he ic not sincere end is impgre,
he is to be renked ambnp the mosat corrupt of men, Howeéér,
intermediation that is more than symbolical impiies that

the medieting Priest has himself realized the Transcendentel
‘Moflulus directly. There are few;inﬁeed; vwho are qualified

in thies sense,
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is wholly.ineffective, and the only resl relationship wax is
immediate and subjective. Clearly the Catholic pos ition

is more horizontal, since it employsd the 1a£eral relation
to a humen arent, while the risorous Protestant position

is strictly vertical. Clearly, in this sensewthe Vertical
Thought Movment has the Protestant orientation. Sod in

the Christian religious manifold it is the Protestant in

the genuine sense, that belones to the Right,and, among

Protestants, The Quakers are most extremely at the Right.?

)% While my own relierious orientation belongs with the most
extreme Right yet, none the less, I recornize the'pragmatic
validity of intermediation in the case of those who lack

the psychological equipment necessary for the direct vertical
relationship. For extraverts in general and for introverts
who have not developed the capacitv for profound introversion
the direé%igzzzzaonship to the Transcandental Modulus is not
possible. In such cases, and they probably form by far the
.greater majority, some degree of intermediation is a necessity.
For the Priest, if he is a man of sincerity and purity, who
functions a$ such an intermediatine agent, I have the highest
respect. And, per contra, if he is not sincere end .is impure,
he is to be ranked amone the most corrupt of men. However,
intermediation that is more than symbolical implies that _
the mediating Priest has himself realized the Transcendental

Moflulus directly. There are few,indeed, who are qualified

in this sense.
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It by no means follows that being a member of a Catholic
Church implies that the individual belonrs t6 the Left; nor;
on the contrary, thet é Protestant ghurchman really is &
Rightists .Tn a consiéerabie measufé ve inherit our religlous
affiliations as well‘as our pbiitieal parties; and for any |
number of reasons we may'never:find nor even geek seriougly
alircnment that is psyéholomically and spirituaily correct,
Undoubtedl y; man& Protésfants in the teshnical sense should
be Gatholics, thodph not necessarily members of the Roman
.Catholic Church nor of any other existing orpenizetion
oriénfed to intermediation and the elabofatiOn " ritualistie
symboliem, Doubtless.too; there are nascentProtentants;in
the fundamental sense, vho are to be‘found within Catholic
orgapizations and who mav remain there throusrhout thelr
livess The Vertical Thou~ht Movement is oriented to the
psycholorical Protestant, énd hag nothing to dovwith the .

accidents of Chwmch membership,™

FIn Orieﬁtal %ermg; the Vertical Thoueht Moveme nt is
relipiousiy non-tantrik, In tantrih_systems there is an
extensive use of,symbolisms directed toward the senses,

in the form »f visible ritual@, the nosturine of the bod y.
and the employment of elaborate breath exercises, These
‘methods have powerful effects‘With individusls whq rive
hieh reality-value to sensible éresentments, but not in
the case of those'rho rive primery reality-value to super-

gensible existences.



